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Abou t  t he  P l ayw r i gh t
Judith Thompson is a widely recognized playwright,
director, screenwriter, actor and artistic
director/producer, with work that has garnered
national and international awards and has been
widely studied and praised by critics throughout her
career.

Thompson completed her BA in English at Queen’s
University then went on to pursue acting at the
National Theatre School of Canada, where she
graduated three years later.  She is now a Professor
at the University of Guelph for the School of English
and Theatre Studies teaching courses in acting,
playwriting, and Devising. She frequently directs the
Mainstage shows. 

Judith Thompson’s creativity and intriguing work has
been awarded numerous times. Awards include:
Officer of the Order of Canada, 2 Governor
General Awards, Toronto Arts Award, 2 Chalmers
Awards, Dora Award, Walter Carsen Performing
Arts Award, Epilepsy Ontario Award, the Susan
Smith Blackburn Prize for a Woman Writing in
English, and the Amnesty International Freedom of
Expression Award. She has honourary PhDs from
Queen's University and Thornloe University.
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About the Play

Synops i s

A woman in her twilight years has seemingly
made no impact on the world. Her secret is that
she is actually the great Irish Warrior Queen
Maeve, reincarnated into one of many
deceptive forms.

From her bedroom, she confronts her past,
losses she’s suffered, and mistakes she’s made
in the name of love. Judith Thompson returns to
Tarragon Theatre with her newest play, a
masterwork of storytelling featuring Canadian
theatre icon, Clare Coulter as Queen Maeve.
The play blurs magic and reality, mirroring the
way memory, regret, and resilience coexist in
real life. In Queen Maeve, we experience a
story that feels mythical – yet human, fierce –
yet aching, with performances that make every
act of defiance deeply resonant.



P layw r i gh t ’ s  No te  

Welcome to the world of Queen Maeve.
 
I have been writing plays since I was 25 years
old. Many of those plays, White Biting Dog, I
Am Yours, Lion in the Streets, Sled, Perfect Pie,
and Capture Me had their world premieres at
Tarragon theatre, plus there was a second
production of my first play, The Crackwalker,
here. All of them went on to be studied at
colleges and universities and many were
translated and produced all over the world. I
will always be grateful for the support of the
late Urjo Kareda and the Tarragon team in
those years.



I am 71 now, and I have learned that a play
cannot be forced. It will come when there is a
story that needs to be told and characters that
bellow from within, insisting upon being heard.
Queen Maeve came barreling out of me, fully
formed as a character, both her ordinary persona,
Mrs. Nurmi, and her superhuman warrior self,
Queen Maeve. It was the same with Jake, her
grandson, Georgia, her daughter and Siobhan, the
personal support worker who is her lifeline.
Sometimes I love Queen Maeve with her humour
and contrariness, and vulnerability, but sometimes,
in her breathtaking cruelty to her daughter she is
detestable. She is both formidable warrior, as all
women must be to survive in a misogynist world,
and an ordinary complicated, forgettable woman,
eking out her last, lonely days in a nursing home.
Will anyone miss her when she dies? She is both
villain and saint, giver of life and destroyer of life.
Her daughter may not forgive her, and her
grandson is a source of corrosive guilt. Siobhan,
however, offers her love and forgiveness to her
last breath. Does she deserve either? Do any of
us?

Thanks to Mike Payette and Jeff Ho, I have been
welcomed back to my original artistic home, and I
couldn’t be happier.



Di r e c t o r ’ s  No te  

For as long as I can remember, I have been
inspired by Judith Thompson’s unique theatrical
voice, and her unrelenting commitment to
reflecting the complexities of humanity in all its
flawed and beautiful forms. To arrive at this
moment, and to be a part of the breadth of her
work is beyond moving.

Queen Maeve, at its core, is a story of healing
and survival against the world and ourselves.
Centering on three generations of one family,
we are brought forward and back in time
through the lens of our heroine: a woman whose
long life is not without its stumbles, and
alongside them, the results of choices made
because of them. As she endows herself with the
mythic persona of the Celtic warrior, Queen
Maeve, we are invited into a complicated mind,
and in turn, are encouraged to question our
own relationship to what is real, believed, or
fiction.



We know immediately that this is no ordinary
person. She is one who loves, who hurts and has
been hurt, and demands to find resolution against
the circumstances she has endured. Against the
backdrop of a familiar long-term facility, the
natural and magical worlds collide revealing an
epic battle where forgiveness and legacy are at
stake. In that battle, old wounds resurrect and new
discoveries are made making this family and this
life worth fighting for.

It is an honour to share this story held by an
incredible group of artists, and led by the
incomparable Clare Coulter. To watch her is to be
transported, to embark on this process with her is
life-affirming and is as monumental as the voyage
she takes us all on; a legend that befits the notion
of royalty on the stage.

We may recognize ourselves, our friends, or our
family in this piece. That recognition may unearth
a rawness that Judith embraces so beautifully
within her text; but I also hope it illuminates how
much love rests as an undercurrent of many of
life’s choices despite their impact.

I’m deeply grateful to my mother who helped
remind me of that while bringing this story to life,
and to whom, in her own struggle, has helped me
better understand and embrace the woman behind
the warrior.



2
The Death of Medb

Candlelit Tales: Irish Mythology Storytelling Podcast.

Prefer an article? Check out “Meet the Badass Irish Warrior Queen Medb”

Queen Medb

Embodiment of Sovereignty
in Celtic Mythology
3 minutes

1
The Warrior Queen of Connacht

10 minutes

The Irish Queen Medb: 
History, Tradition, and Modern Pagan Practice

From the Celtic Pagan Practice Series by Lora O’Brien.

3

4
Medb 'the intoxicating one'?

(Re-)constructing the past through etymology.

The Three
Resurrections
And The Triumph
Of Maeve (1905)

5
Eva Gore-Booth

The Death of
Fionavar, from
The Triumph of
Maeve (1916)
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Long-Term Care in Canada

Why Canada
Must Prioritize
Small Care
Home Models

1
The National Institute on Ageing: Ageing in the Right Place

Enabling a More
Promising Future
for Long-Term
Care in Canada

2
CBC: Canada, Ontario, Toronto

What's
Wrong with
Home Care
in Canada

Ontario
Bill will
Protect
Bad Actors

Toronto Long-
Term Care
Home is Being
Redesigned

7 Minute Read

3
Global News: Inside Canada’s First Dementia Village

8 Minute Report

Learn about the original inspiration for the ‘Dementia
Village” from the 99% Invisible podcast

4
Stolen Time (NFB documentary)

A elder rights lawyer and hundreds of aggrieved
families take on the for-profit nursing-home industry.

No Place Like Home, an investigation into health
hazards and building design in long-term care.
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Care Work
1

Canada’s Ageing Population Needs 
More Personal Support Workers

The population of Canadians aged 75+ is set to triple,
yet the PSW workforce is struggling to keep pace.

2
Care for Care Providers

The mental health of support workers
should matter to everyone.

3
The State of Caregiving Among Canadians 50+:

A Public Policy Challenge
A report from the National Institute on Ageing.

4
The Impacts of Family Involvement on
General Hospital Care Experiences for

People Living with Dementia
An ethnographic study in the International

Journal of Nursing Studies.

5
Dementia Nation Podcast

Amplifying the voices of individuals living
with dementia and their caregivers.
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Information about Addict ion

4
The Impact of Substance Use Disorders

on Families and Children
From theory to practice.

5
7 Truths About My Son's Addiction

That Took 5 Years To Learn
A personal perspective.

2
CBC Radio: On Drugs

A look at drugs through the lens of history,
pop culture and personal experience.

3
TED Talks

Everything You
Think You
Know About
Addiction is
Wrong

What Causes
Addiction,
and Why is it
So Hard to
Treat?

How
Isolation
Fuels
Opioid
Addiction

1
Drug Addiction 

(Substance Use Disorder)
From the Mayo Clinic.
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https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3725219/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC3725219/
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The Opioid Crises in Canada 

On the Ravine
A gripping, emotional novel exploring addiction
and compassion, set in Toronto by Vincent Lam.

3

1
More Than 2,200 Died 

of Opioids in Ontario Last Year
Latest data from chief coroner shows

15 per cent decrease from 2023.

4
Opioid and Stimulant Related Harms in Canada

Key findings from Government of Canada.

A Unique
Perspective.
TEDxYouth. 2022.

2
TEDx Talks

Is Safe Supply a
Viable Option?
TEDx Talks. 2021.

5
The War on Safe Drugs

How politics have gotten in the way of real
solutions - from CBC’s The Fifth Estate.
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View their Substance Awareness Guide here.

1

Access Virtual Urgent Care here.

Mental Health & 
Addict ion Resources

Youth Substance Awareness Program
Confidential, community-based, self-referral

program offering free counselling to people, 14–24.

2
CAMH

 Addictions & substance use programs.

3
Toronto Seniors Helpline

Community support, crisis services, 
and care resources. 416-217-2077.

4
Addiction Services Central Ontario   

A list of specialized and regional resources.

5
IDEAL: The Largest Study of Living Well

with Dementia (UK based)
Tool kits, books, documentaries, & research.
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Conversation Starters

How does each character embody the spirit
of Queen Maeve?

Do you think each character is a trustworthy
narrator of their own story? Why or why not?

What do you think it means to “face your
‘twilight years’ with a sword in your hand”?

What strategies do you think family members
in the play could have used to better support

each other or forgive each other?  


