Queen Maeve
Tarragon Theatre

Fact Sheet

This fact sheet has key information about the show and the theatre that you
may find useful and that may help you to fully enjoy your time with us.

Key Information

Location:
Address:

Onstage:
Previews:

Mask Required
Performance:

Preshow Tarragon Talk:

Postshow Talk Backs:

Student Matinées:
Performance Length:
Intermission:

Quiet Room:

Late Entry:

Reentry:

House Program:

Venue Guide:

Tarragon Theatre Mainspace
30 Bridgman Ave Toronto ON M5R 1X3

March 3rd - April 5th
Tue - Sat at 7:30pm and Sun at 2:00pm

March 3rd - March 10th
Tue - Sat at 7:30pm and Sun at 2:00pm

Sat March 14th at 2:00pm
Tue March 17th 6:00pm - 7:00pm

Sun March 15th, Thu March 19th,
Sun March 22nd, Thu March 26th

Wed March 25th at 1pm.

Approximately 80 minutes with no Intermission
There is no Intermission for this show.

There is no Quiet Room for this show.

Is permitted for this show (Details on page 3).
Is permitted for this show (Details on page 3).

click for House Program

click for Venue Guide

Audience Resource Guide:click for Audience Resource Guide



https://simplebooklet.com/houseprogramqueenmaeve
https://tarragontheatre.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Venue-Guide-2025.pdf
https://tarragontheatre.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/03/Queen-Maeve-Audience-Resource-Guide.pdf

General Things to Know

Tarragon has two (2) theatres: the Mainspace and the Extraspace.
This show is performed in the Mainspace, which seats 202 people.

Evening performances start at 7:30pm. Afternoon performances start
at 2:00pm. Student Matinées start at 1:00pm.

Digital tickets are emailed to you when you book them and will be
emailed again on the morning of the performance.

If you arranged to have your ticket printed for pickup, please arrive 30
minutes before the show starts to get it from the Box Office.

The lobby has benches to sit on and make yourself comfortable on.

The Bar/Concessions is open for all performances except Student
Matinées.

Food cannot be eaten in the Mainspace, but can be eaten in the
Lobby. Drinks are allowed in the Mainspace. Hot drinks must have a
lid.

Tarragon Theatre only requires masking for certain performances.
However, you are welcome to wear one in and around the venue at
any time. Please note that some staff may wear masks, but it is not
required for staff to be masked.

The women’s washroom is on the ground floor.

The men’s washroom, all gender washroom, and single-stall
accessible washroom are on the second floor.

The second floor can be reached by stairs or elevator.
This show has assigned seating.

You can find your seat assignment on your digital or printed ticket.



The Mainspace will open 30 minutes before the performances, at this
time the ushers will start scanning tickets so people can go in and
take their seats.

An Usher will tell you where to find your seat when they scan your
ticket.

Your mobile phone should be set to silent during the performance.

The Mainspace is air conditioned in warmer weather and may be cold
when you first enter. It will quickly heat up once the show begins.

The lights over the audience will be lowered and it will be dark. Then
the performance will start.

If you need to leave during the performance for any reason, you can.
When an usher notices you trying to leave, they will help you exit to
the lobby using the doors you entered from.

Late Entry is permitted for Queen Maeve up to 10 minutes after the
performance begins. If you arrive after the performance has already
started, please talk to the Box Office staff and they will let you in at an
appropriate moment.

Reentry is permitted for Queen Maeve. If you wish to return to the
Mainspace and the performance, please talk to the Box Office staff
and they will let you back in at an appropriate moment. They may
direct you to a different seat depending on how full the Mainspace is
and where your original seat was.



About Queen Maeve

This is the Toronto Premier of Queen Maeve by Judith Thompson.

A woman in her twilight years has seemingly made no impact on the world.
Her secret is that she is actually the great Irish Warrior Queen Maeve,
reincarnated into one of many deceptive forms.

From her bedroom, she confronts her past, losses she’s suffered, and
mistakes she’s made in the name of love. Judith Thompson returns to
Tarragon Theatre with her newest play, a masterwork of storytelling
featuring Canadian theatre icon, Clare Coulter as Queen Maeve. The play
blurs magic and reality, mirroring the way memory, regret, and resilience
coexist in real life. In Queen Maeve, we experience a story that feels
mythical — yet human, fierce — yet aching, with performances that make
every act of defiance deeply resonant.

About the Performance

Here are some things about this show you may find interesting or helpful as
an audience member:

e Queen Maeve had its World Premier in 2023 at Here For Now
Theatre in Stratford, Ontario.

e The drawings that cover the set were all made by set designer Ken
MacDonald. A gallery of Ken’s art can be seen in the Tarragon lobby
during the run of Queen Maeve.

e Queen Medb of Connacht is a character in the Ulster Cycle, one of
the four (4) core Cycles of Irish mythology. See the Audience
Resources Guide [link on page one (1)] for more information.



Performer and Character Information

Performer: Clare Coulter
Character: Queen Maeve
Character Info: Maeve is an elderly woman

who lives in a nursing home. She says she is a
reincarnation of Queen Medb (pronounced

Maeve) from Irish mythology. She is the mother of
Georgia and the grandmother of Jake.

Performer: Caroline Gillis
Character: Siobhan
Character Info: Siobhan (pronounced

shi-VON), is a personal service worker at the

nursing home Maeve lives at.



Performer: Ryan Bommarito
Character: Jake
Character Info: Jake is Georgia’'s son and
Maeve’s grandson.

Performer: Sarah Orenstein
Character: Georgia
Character Info: Georgia is Maeve’s daughter

and Jake’s Mother.

Production Photos by Jae Yang



Content Advisory

Please note that the Fact Sheet contains spoilers from this point on.

Queen Maeve deals with and presents content which may be difficult for
some, including: suicide, substance abuse, alcoholism, drug overdoes,
child abuse, death, depression, physical violence, emotional abuse,
sex-negative language, elder abuse, long term care facilities, and Irish
genocide.

There is swearing/crass language throughout the performance.

When Siobhan mentions Maeve scratching her, she pulls up her
sleeve to show scratch marks on her arm. This is done with stage
makeup and no real blood is visible.

The distressed voices of other nursing home residents can be heard
in the background several times throughout the performance.

When characters discuss Jake’s childhood it is implied that Jake
suffered physical and/or emotional abuse when living with his father.

The sword Maeve uses to attack Jake with is a prop weapon. No one
is in danger of actual harm.

When Maeve tells the story of her watch being forcibly removed she
describes cuts on her wrist creating pools of blood.

When Georgia discusses Jake’s childhood it is mentioned that she
attempted suicide with sleeping pills.

When Siobhan tells Maeve that her room smells, Maeve jokes that it
is a decomposing corpse.

Just after Siobhan talks about koala bears Maeve slaps Siobhan
across the face. This staged violence is rehearsed and the actor is
not actually harmed.



Sensory Advisory

Fog is used two (2) times during the performance. The fog will spread
out towards the first few rows of the audience. If you are sensitive to
theatre fog it is recommended that you sit in the back half of the
Mainspace (Rows G-M).

During both fogs, a strobe light is used as a lighting flash.

Maeve speaks and sings in Irish Gaelic several times throughout the
performance.

When Maeve sees Jake for the first time she shouts in joy. If
something is ever too loud you can cover your ears with your hands
or put on sound dampening headphones if you brought them. The
Box Office can provide earplugs upon request.

When Jake breaks open Maeve’s lock box he slams it against a bed
multiple times, each making a loud bang. If something is ever too
loud you can cover your ears with your hands or put on sound
dampening headphones if you brought them. The Box Office can
provide earplugs upon request.

Characters raise their voice/yell several times during the
performance. If something is ever too loud you can cover your ears
with your hands or put on sound dampening headphones if you
brought them. The Box Office can provide earplugs upon request.



Plot Summary

Maeve is asleep in her room at a nursing home.
Siobhan enters.

Siobhan wakes Maeve up and helps Maeve through her morning
routine.

Siobhan shows Maeve the scratch marks she left on Siobhan’s arm a
few days ago.

Maeve keeps asking Siobhan why she should get out of bed and
what she even has to look forward to.

Maeve complains to Siobhan that the other employees treat her too
roughly, so Siobhan is her favourite.

Siobhan leaves.

Maeve addresses the audience and explains that she is the current
reincarnation of Queen Medb (pronounced Maeve) the warrior queen
from Irish mythology.

Maeve remembers the last time her grandson Jake visited her.
Jake enters.

Jake and Maeve reminisce about gardening together when Jake was
a child.

Jake tells Maeve about moving back to Sudbury and about getting
fired from his job at the planetarium.

Jake explains his plan to create a book of poetry and photography
about Sudbury in order to make enough money to let Maeve leave
the nursing home.

Jake asks Maeve for an advance on the small inheritance she has
mentioned to him so that he can buy a professional camera.



Maeve refuses to give him any money, citing his history of drug abuse
and the strict instructions Jake’s councilor gave her.

Maeve asks Jake to get her a cough drop from her dresser.

Jake remarks that the drawer Maeve keeps her cough drops is the
same one she keeps a thousand dollars ($1000) in cash.

Jake begs Maeve to let him have some of it.
When Maeve refuses him, Jake says he is going to take it anyway.

Maeve tries to make Jake leave as he smashes a lock box to get the
money inside.

Fog rolls onstage and lightning flashes as the room becomes dark.
Maeve pulls out a sword and stabs it towards Jake.
Jake slumps into a chair, dead.

Maeve addresses the audience and explains that the day after she
agreed to give Jake money, he died of a drug overdose.

Siobhan enters.

Siobhan insists that Maeve drink some water to help her kidneys,
then leaves once she does.

Maeve tells the audience that the nursing home employees had
forcibly removed her watch causing her to bleed from the rough
treatment.

Maeve remembers the last time her daughter, Georgia, visited her.
Georgia enters.
Georgia tries to tell Maeve how the memorial service for Jake went.

Maeve says that she blames the other people in Jake’s life for his
death, especially Georgia, whom she accuses of abandoning Jake.
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e Georgia and Maeve argue about events in Jake’s childhood, and the

following is revealed to the audience:

o Georgia was a heroin user for a time while Jake was growing
up.

o When Jake was ten (10) years old, a depressive episode
resulted in Georgia attempting suicide.

o Georgia sent Jake to live with his father, step-mother, and
half-sisters while she battled the depression by focusing on her
art. She did not see him for nearly two (2) years.

o Jake’s father was a recovering alcoholic who had relapsed
without Georgia knowing.

o ltis implied that Jake suffered physical and emotional abuse
while living with his father.

o Whenever Georgia tried to contact Jake she was told he didn’t
want to see her.

Maeve grabs a bouquet of flowers as if it were a sword and threatens
Georgia.

Fog rolls onstage and lightning flashes as Maeve says she will take
vengeance on her grandson’s killer.

In the fog, the audience is shown a dream Georgia has.
Jake enters and tells Georgia that he forgives her.

Georgia and Jake reenact the first time they saw each other after
Jake started living with his father.

Jake tells Georgia that she has to let him go, then leaves.

Georgia leaves and tells Maeve that she won’t come back.

Maeve explains to the audience that she never loved Georgia,

because a warrior queen does not have time to love her children.
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e Maeve tells the audience that she has decided to be nice to Georgia
the next time she visits.

e Siobhan enters.
e Siobhan starts helping Maeve with her end of day routine.
e Maeve slaps Siobhan when she doesn’t call her Queen Maeve.

e Siobhan says that she doesn’t give any resident special treatment
based on who they were before they came here, even queens, and
that if Maeve hits her again she will call the police.

e Maeve tells Siobhan that she is her only friend and will leave her
money to Siobhan when she dies.

e Siobhan washes Maeve’s hair while singing her a song.

e Maeve tells Siobhan about her dreams where she relives her original
burial in Ireland as Queen Maeve.

e Maeve starts to feel cold and frail and asks Siobhan to stay with her
instead of getting a doctor because she doesn’t want to die alone.

e Siobhan comforts Maeve as the lights fade to black.

THE END
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Set Description and Photos

The set of Queen Maeve looks like a resident’s room in a nursing home.

The floor is made to look like ceramic tiles. The walls of the room zig-zag
across the back of the stage, making several corners. The walls are
covered all over with dozens of colourful drawings and paintings done on
standard white paper.

On the left side of the back wall is the entrance door to the room. On the
right side of the back wall is a door to an unseen bathroom. In the middle of
the back wall is a window with curtains. Left of the window is a
wall-mounted clock which has stopped.

Left of the entry door is an area rug with an armchair, side table, and floor
lamp placed on it. Right of the entry door is a drawer dresser with
photographs on top.

Centre stage, in front of the window, is a bed with metal side railings which
can be raised or lowered. Behind the bed is a tall table on wheels. Right of
the bed is a bedside table with a lamp, water pitcher, and vase of flowers
on it.

Right of the bathroom door is a coat stand with a robe hanging on it.
Against the right side wall is an area rug with two (2) chairs and side table
placed on it.

Set Design by Ken MacDonald
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Contact Information:

If you have any questions or concerns about this Fact Sheet or planning a
visit to Tarragon Theatre please reach out.

We love feedback on our accessible programming, if there is anything you
would like to share please send us an email or give us a call.

Heather Caplap

Education and Community Access Manager
Email: education@tarragontheatre.com
Phone: 416-536-5018 x 249

Natasha Parsons

Director of Patron Services

Email: patronservices@tarragontheatre.com
Phone: 416-531-1827 x 221

Address

30 Bridgman Avenue

Toronto, Ontario, M5R 1X3

Fact Sheet Prepared by Jackson Nair 2026


https://www.google.com/maps/place/30+Bridgman+Ave,+Toronto,+ON+M5R+1X3/@43.6748527,-79.4150114,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x882b349b418bd159:0x7bc3f769fb3ff76c!8m2!3d43.6748488!4d-79.4128227
https://www.google.com/maps/place/30+Bridgman+Ave,+Toronto,+ON+M5R+1X3/@43.6748527,-79.4150114,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x882b349b418bd159:0x7bc3f769fb3ff76c!8m2!3d43.6748488!4d-79.4128227
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